
 In April 2018 we celebrated the 20th anniversary of the founding of the museum.             John Morgenthaler, the shipwright restoring the      	
The museum was covered with caution tape throughout the season!                                    Pilothouse, spoke at the 2018 Annual Meeting.

STEAMBOAT ERA MUSEUM
2018 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

                          

We may have spent the better part of 2018 apologizing 
for our mess but it was for good reasons:  We were 
knee-deep in preparations for the installation of the 
Potomac Pilothouse – in time for the 2019 season. 
To complement our new centerpiece, we also 
reconfigured the existing exhibits and added some 
new ones. 
In other words, the museum got a complete make-
over. You may recognize some bits and pieces but the 
space has a whole new look and feel.
Major renovations began last winter when walls were 
removed to accommodate the sizeable Pilothouse.  
We also dismantled the country store display and 

the cannery exhibit to make room for the artifact. 
Caution tape was everywhere!
Behind the scenes, there were hours of research 
through old photographs and memorabilia 
to identify images to incorporate into the 
new displays. We took our story-telling up 
a notch with the development of an interactive exhibit 
about an African-American steamboat captain. 
Now that the Pilothouse has been installed and 
the surrounding exhibits are in place, we are eager 
to welcome visitors to a new experience in our 
new space. 

• 	More then 3,000 adults and children visited the 	
	 museum or took part in museum events. 

•	The museum received generous grants from the
	 Nettie Lokey Wiley and Charles L. Wiley 		
	 Foundation and the Carter C. Chinnis Charitable 	
	 Trust. The Garden Club of the Northern Neck 	
	 awarded a grant to transform the museum’s garden 	
	 into a Victorian flower garden. 

•More then 200 children 	
   took part in the museum’s 	
   scavenger hunt and Friday   	
   morning activities. They 	
   learned about the Steamboat 	
   Era and made steamboats
   which were then tested in 
   a pool. 

•	More than 500 children were introduced to local 	
	 steamboat history through History-on-the- Go. 

•	River Counties Community Foundation awarded 	
	 the museum a grant to convert the static Captain 	
	 Hansford exhibit to an interactive screen. 

•	The Town of Irvington and the Tidewater 		
	 Foundation contributed to the operational funds of 	
	 the museum. 

•	A Smithsonian bus tour visited the museum. 

• 	State highway directional signs to the museum were 	
	 placed on Routes 3 and 200.

•	The museum supported other non-profit 		
	 organizations in the area, by taking part in 		
	 the Reedville Fishermen’s Tablescapes event and by 	
	 advertising in event programs. We invited children 	
	 from the Boys and Girls Club and the YMCA to 	
	 attend Friday morning activities free-of-charge. 

• 	Richmond exhibit design firm Riggs Ward was hired 	
	 to consult on new exhibits and interactive projects. 

• 	The museum announced it was an “Amazon Smile” 	
	 member. When supporters purchasing items on 	
	 Amazon buy through the Amazon Smile site, the 	
	 museum receives a portion of the sales. 

•	The museum purchased a Point of Sale (POS) 	
	 scanner to keep track of admissions, membership, 	
	 donations, special event tickets and gift shop sales. 

•	Special member events included a Founder’s 		
	 Reception, Annual Meeting and Eat Dessert First 	
	 Holiday gathering. 

•	NPR station WCVE served as a media sponsor for 	
	 the Irvington Crab Festival. 

•	The museum celebrated the 20th anniversary of the 	
	 founding of the museum. 

• The Fifth Annual Holiday Marketplace was a 	
	 great success. More than 600 shoppers found 
	 unique gifts. 

• With a $15,000 challenge grant from Beth and 		
	 Marshall Orr and the Museum’s Board of Directors, 		
	 the Annual Appeal once again raised important funds 
	 for the museum.

A Year of Upheaval 
(But in a Good Way)

 
Once again the Irvington Crab Festival was a big success as the museum’s largest 
yearly fundraising event. We couldn’t have done this without the support of our sponsors.

BIG CLAW: Chesapeake Bank | Virginia Commonwealth Bank 

JIMMIE: 101-7 Bay FM and 104-9 WIGO Country  | Northern Neck Insurance | Hope and Glory Inn/
The Dog and Oyster Vineyard  |  Rappahannock Westminster – Canterbury  | Town of Irvington 

SOFT SHELL: Bay Auto Service, Inc | Creative DeSigns | Jane Higgins  | Objects Art and More | Tides Inn Tri-Star 
Supermarket, Inc. 

OLD BAY: Bragg & Company Real Estate | Brecher Design Group | Custom Yacht Services | Isabell K. Horsley Real Estate | Marion James | Kilmarnock Auto Clinic | Pearl Clothing  
Pillar & Peacock | Randall Kipp Architecture Inc | Rappahannock Record | Rappahannock Rental | RiverLand Insurers | Sara Brown Salon | The Dandelion | The Wild Bunch/ Papeterie 
|W.F. Booth & Son, Inc. | White Stone Pharmacy
FRIENDS : Cathy’s Unique Pursuits | Foxy Inc. Ladies Apparel | Neptune Custom Carts  Rappahannock Hang-Ups | Rumsey and Bugg | The Local | Donna Tibbs  Connemara 
Corporation
SILENT AUCTION DONORS: Atlantic Broadband  | Burkes Fine Jewelry  | Virginia and Robert Fleet  | Del Hinman  | Hope and Glory Inn  | Ingram Bay Marina  | Eric Nost  | 
Penelope Wore Red  | Rappahannock Hang-Ups  | Saks Fifth Avenue Richmond  | Steamboat Era Museum  | Tides Inn

Media Sponsor: WCVE News (88.9) and WCVE Music (107.3 and 93.1)

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING MUSEUM, 
EDUCATION AND SPECIAL EVENTS VOLUNTEERS!

		

2018 SPONSORS

Sixth Annual

IRVINGTON
CRAB FESTIVAL

Thank You!

DONATIONS
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. John Alachnowicz
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Arnold
Ms. Barbara A. Baxter
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Blunt
Ms. Mary Cary Bradley
Barbara Brecher & Michael Geissinger
Mr. and Mrs. Lester H. Brent, Jr.
Mr. William G. Broaddus
Ms. Virginia Lee Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Fred E. Burke, Jr.
Mr. Roy Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Chainey
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Chase, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Brian W. Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Clay
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Comstock
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Conroy
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Crockett
Mr. Ralph R. Crosby, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Cross
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Curlin
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Ehlman
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Engstrom
Mr. and Mrs. William Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fleet, Jr.
The Garden Club of the Northern Neck
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Golden
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Graham
Mrs. Vivian F. Graham
Clifford W. Greve & Judith Evelyn Tucker
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Hanky, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Harris
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Haynie, III
Mr. and Mrs. R. Page Henley
Ms. Barbara J. Hensler
Mrs. Jane Chilton Higgins
Mrs. Eleanor Frances Howard
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Humphreys
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hunt, II
Town of Irvington
Mr. & Mrs. Norwood J. Jackson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Eric S. Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Leland James
Mr. Richard Kantor & Ms. Barbara Deitz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Kirkbride
Dr. and Mrs. M. Stephen Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. Paul N. Krop
Ms. Sara Amy Leach and Mr. Gary Mason
Mr. and Mrs. John Lucas
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Ludeman

Mr. and Mrs. Gene E. Mapes
Mrs. Anne L. McClintock
Mrs. William McCloskey
Ms. Deirdre McLaughlin
Mr. Bruce McMillan and Ms. Beverly Thomas
Ms. Robin Laurel Meigel
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Mihills
Mr. Douglas D. Monroe, Jr.
Ms. Joan M. Moore
Nail Trix
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Nost
Ms. Mercer W. O'Hara
Ms. Victoria Oliver
John O'Shaughnessy
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Otley
Mr. Patterson & Ms. Wesselman
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pevahouse
Ms. Lori B. Pickett
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Polhamus
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Polhamus
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Poole
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Selden Richardson
River Counties Community Foundation
Mr. Meredith M. Robbins, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Roberts, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Roberts, Jr.
Ms. Linda Ross and Mr. James Timm
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Rottkamp
Ms. Susan Saunders
Mr. Michael Wayne Saunders
Mr. & Mrs. Klaus D. Schaschek
Mr. and Mrs. Cary Schneider
Ms. Ellen Shuler
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Somers
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Spears, Jr.
Mr. Jesse K. Swartz
The Tang Fund
Ms. Nina C. Thompson
The Tidewater Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Travis H. Tomlinson, Jr.
Ms. Anne Van Arsdall
Ms. April Van Sant
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Vine
Visions Lead Northern Neck
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey M. Wainscott
Ms. Gloria S. Wallace
Mrs. Jean Ward
Mr. and Mrs. James Ward
Col. Mowton L. Waring, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Weekley
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wells, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Whittaker
Mr. and Mrs. F. Dixon Whitworth, Jr.

IN MEMORY OF SUZY STEPHENS
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Chase, Jr.
Ms. Nancy Hubbard Clark
Ms. Valerie Deep & Mr. Miles Cary
Mr. Doug Dorsey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fleet, Jr.
Mr. Joseph W. Forrester
Ms. Elizabeth Harris
Dr. and Mrs. M. Stephen Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. G. Andrew Nea, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Luther E. Rowe
Mr. Tredway Spratley & Ms. Janine Collins
Dr. and Mrs. E. Armistead Talman
Mr. Phillip Lee Williams

IN MEMORY OF 
MICHAEL THOMAS BOYERS, 
With Love, Ms. Beverly L. Randolph 

IN MEMORY OF 
MR. EDWARD (CAPT. ED) SHELTON
Ms. Lillian S. Cox

 

Museum Highlights in 2018

MEMBERS
PRESIDENT OF THE LINE
Ms. Patricia Burton
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Graham
Mr. and Mrs. H. Hiter Harris, III
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hunt, II
Mr. and Mrs. Leland James
Mr. and Mrs. James Kelly
Mr. Peter Knight and Ms. Cynthia Johnson
Ms. Deborah L. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Nost
Mr. Julien Patterson and Ms. Terri Wesselman
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Polhamus
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Rankin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Wilson, III

CAPTAIN
Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Birdsong, III
Mr. Merritt Foster
Mr. William B. Graham, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus D. Schaschek
Mr. and Mrs. R. Taylor Waller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James Ward

ENGINEER
Mr. and Mrs. H. Walter Anderson
Ms. Barbara Brecher & Mr. Michael Geissinger
Ms. Virginia Lee Brown
Mrs. Mary G. Dorsey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Goode
Mrs. Jane Chilton Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kane
Mr. Gene E. Mapes
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McKay
Mr. and Mrs. Dermot McNulty
Ms. Kathleen M. Petersen
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pevahouse
Mr. and Mrs. Robby Robison
Mr. and Mrs. Cary Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Somers
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Tadlock
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tetrick
Col. Mowton L. Waring, Jr.

PURSER
Mr. Robert  L. Adcock
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Armen, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Scott W. Boyers
Ms. Mary Cary Bradley
Mr. and Mrs. Edison W. Bunch, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Chase, Jr.
Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Coye
Mr. Ralph R. Crosby, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Cross
Ms. Sallie E. Dashiell
Ms. Sara R. Douglas
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Ehlman
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Engstrom
Mr. and Mrs. John Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Golden
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Grasso
Ms. Kathy Haurand
Ms. Sandra J. Hedlund
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Hemingway
Mrs. Eleanor Frances Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Imbur
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Kirkbride
Mr. and Mrs. Don McCann
Ms. Ann McCloskey
Mrs. Susan McKenna
Mrs. Kathleen Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. G. Andrew Nea, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Wayne Nunnally
Ms. Beverly L. Randolph
Dr. and Mrs. W. Lloyd Redlin
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Rohde
Ms. Linda Ross and Mr. James Timm
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Sanford
Ms. Ellen Shuler
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Slatford
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Sullivan
Beverley and John Upshur
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey M. Wainscott
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Williams
Ms. Karen B. Woodruff

STEWARD
Mr. H. D. Ackerly
Ms. Barbara A. Baxter
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis R. Bayne
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Boi
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Bombay
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Carpenter
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Chapman
Susan B. Christopher
Ms. Nancy Hubbard Clark
Ms. Susanna A. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Conroy
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Conschafter
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Cox
Mr. Raymond Dobyns, Jr.
Mr. Ammon G. Dunton, Jr.
Mrs. W. H. Edwards
Mr. Alexander M. Fleet
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fleet, Jr.
Mrs. Elaine Hanbury
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Harris
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Haynie, III
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Haynie
Ms. Claudia J. Holmes
Mrs. Margaret D. Hrabe
Mr. and Mrs. William Hughes
Mr. Jimmie Jackson
Ms. Sally R. Johnson
Ms. Sandra J. Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Kaufman
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Kulenek
Ms. Sara Amy Leach and Mr. Gary Mason
Ms. Miriam F. MacCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Michael McKenney
Mr. and Mrs. Walter C. Montross
Ms. Joan M. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Morgan
Ms. Nancy Ely Newlin
Mr. Thomas E. Nolte
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pawlukiewicz
Mrs. Tove N. Power
Mr. and Mrs. Walid Ramadan
Mr. and Mrs. Selden Richardson
Ms. Margaret R. Roberts
Ms. Susan D. Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. C. Jeffers Schmidt, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sennott
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Shaum, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William Sherrill
Mr. George E. Thomas, Jr.
Ms. Nina C. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Tibbs, Jr.
Mr. Elwood T. Turlington
Mr. Stevenson T. Walker
Mrs. Jean Ward
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Wesson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Whittaker
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wiggs
Dr. and Mrs. Edward J. Wiley, Jr.
Mr. Phillip Lee Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Worth

LIFE MEMBERS
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Ashburn
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Boley
Mrs. Arthur Bryant, II
Mrs. Ann Burgess
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Crockett
Mr. George W. Frayne, III
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Harris
Mr. Randall Kipp and Ms. Allison Drake
Dr. and Mrs. M. Stephen Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. G. William McClintock
Mr. Albert C. Pollard, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph D. Ransone
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Reid
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Stephens, Jr.
Mr. Robert Lee Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Travis H. Tomlinson, Jr.
Virginia Commonwealth Bank
Mr. and Mrs. William Westbrook
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Whay
Mr. Robert H. Whay
Dr. and Mrs. M. Lee Williams
Col. William J. Wright

PILOTHOUSE PROJECT
Anonymous
Barbara Brecher & Michael Geissinger
Carter C. Chinnis Charitable Trust
Mr. Willoughby W. Colonna, Jr.
Mrs. Mary G. Dorsey
Kilmarnock United Methodist Men's Club

Ms. Beverly L. Randolph
Ms. Cheryl Ann Sadler
Mr. and Mrs. R. Taylor Waller, Jr.
The Nettie L. and Charles Wiley Foundation

OFFICERS
President
Nancy Travers  
Vice-President
M. C. Bradley
Treasurer
Donna Tibbs
Past President
Eric F. Nost 

DIRECTORS
Barbara Baxter
Carter Bonner
Kylie Bransford
Sallie Dashiell
D. Randolph Graham
Randall Kipp
Vicky Oliver
Fred Pevahouse

Jim Ward
Phillip Williams

Executive Director
Barbara D. Brecher 

Board of Directors 2018-2019

Financial information for 2018 is available at the museum by appointment. 
Please call 438-6888. This page was paid for by the Steamboat Era Museum.

Steamboat Era Museum
156 King Carter Drive | Irvington, VA 22480
804-438-6888 | Steamboateramuseum.org


