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About The Book

Against the Tide is a true story that captures the fear and hardships faced by African Americans during 
a disturbing time in American history – the post-Reconstruction period that led to the introductions of 
Jim Crow laws.

Through hard work and determination, Hansford C. Bayton would rise from humble beginnings to 
become the captain and owner of two steamboats and two steam launches for excursions and mail 
delivery up and down the Rappahannock River during the late 1800s and early 1900s. Unusual for an 
African American, he would acquire wealth and the respect of both blacks and whites. Nevertheless, 
his boats were burned one by one. But with each malicious burning, and with lynchings on the rise, he 
would build again.

This book illuminates a time in American history when the surge of progress made by freedmen was 
sharply curtailed through the enactment of segregation laws and the activities of the Ku Klux Klan. As a 
result, Hansford C. Bayton died poor, but his story is one of dignified courage and determination when 
faced with overwhelming odds. Truly, he was a man who swam against the tide.

What They Are Saying

For me, this is not a story of despair. Instead, it is a triumph of hope and determination, in a time when 
Reconstruction had failed, segregation was introduced, and lynchings were on the rise. As a black man or 
woman, you had to have courage to go against those odds.

Ambassador Andrew J. Young, Jr. 
Congressman, Mayor of Atlanta, Georgia and the first African American U.S. ambassador to the United Nations

Against the Tide by Julie Sullivan is a wonderful read about the will and drive of her family in the 
1900s at the height of reconstruction and Jim Crow America. It is a book that each of us should take 
the time to read. This book gives us a look into the racist past and what it took for determined families 
to be successful. This was a time when there were few options for black people in America. I salute Miss 
Sullivan for her courage to speak truth to power and to tell the story that would shame many American 
people today. Bravo!

Caliph Shaquel
Director of the Documentary, What Happened to Kendrick Johnson?

Often the story of the South is either misrepresented or misunderstood. JH Sullivan has written an 
engrossing history about her African American great-grandfather that illuminates a period of history we 
should all strive to know better.

Eamon M. Kelly
President Emeritus of Tulane University

About The Author

Julie Helen Sullivan, PhD, is the former president of a Phoenix, Arizona based not-for-profit organization that, 
over 30 years, impacted hundreds of thousands of African teachers, school learners, and school administrators, 
through the organization’s unique community-based, train the trainer philosophy. She is the author of papers, two 
books, including Against the Tide, and is a full-time professor at Arizona 
State University, where she teaches healthcare ethics, community health 
and culture and health. She and her husband live in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
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STEAMER OWEN DILLARDMail and passengers to and from
White Stone, Irvington, Weems,
Millenbeck, Merry Point and
Urbanna, daily (Except Sunday).SCHEDULE:

Leave – White Stone, 7 am.
Irvington 7:45; Weems, 8:15;
Millenbeck 9; Merry Point, 9:30;
arrive Urbanna, 11:30 a.m.Leave – Urbanna, 2 p.m.;

Millenbeck, 3; Merry Point, 3:30;
Weems, 4:30; Irvington, 5; arrive
White Stone, 6 p.m.
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