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About The Book

Against the Tide is a true story that captures the fear and hardships faced by African Americans during 
a disturbing time in American history – the post-Reconstruction period that led to the introductions of 
Jim Crow laws.

Through hard work and determination, Hansford C. Bayton would rise from humble beginnings to 
become the captain and owner of two steamboats and two steam launches for excursions and mail 
delivery up and down the Rappahannock River during the late 1800s and early 1900s. Unusual for an 
African American, he would acquire wealth and the respect of both blacks and whites. Nevertheless, 
his boats were burned one by one. But with each malicious burning, and with lynchings on the rise, he 
would build again.

This book illuminates a time in American history when the surge of progress made by freedmen was 
sharply curtailed through the enactment of segregation laws and the activities of the Ku Klux Klan. As a 
result, Hansford C. Bayton died poor, but his story is one of dignified courage and determination when 
faced with overwhelming odds. Truly, he was a man who swam against the tide.

What They Are Saying

For me, this is not a story of despair. Instead, it is a triumph of hope and determination, in a time when 
Reconstruction had failed, segregation was introduced, and lynchings were on the rise. As a black man or 
woman, you had to have courage to go against those odds.

Ambassador Andrew J. Young, Jr. 
Congressman, Mayor of Atlanta, Georgia and the first African American U.S. ambassador to the United Nations

Against the Tide by Julie Sullivan is a wonderful read about the will and drive of her family in the 
1900s at the height of reconstruction and Jim Crow America. It is a book that each of us should take 
the time to read. This book gives us a look into the racist past and what it took for determined families 
to be successful. This was a time when there were few options for black people in America. I salute Miss 
Sullivan for her courage to speak truth to power and to tell the story that would shame many American 
people today. Bravo!

Caliph Shaquel
Director of the Documentary, What Happened to Kendrick Johnson?

Often the story of the South is either misrepresented or misunderstood. JH Sullivan has written an 
engrossing history about her African American great-grandfather that illuminates a period of history we 
should all strive to know better.

Eamon M. Kelly
President Emeritus of Tulane University

About The Author

Julie Helen Sullivan, PhD, is the former president of a Phoenix, Arizona based not-for-profit organization that, 
over 30 years, impacted hundreds of thousands of African teachers, school learners, and school administrators, 
through the organization’s unique community-based, train the trainer philosophy. She is the author of papers, two 
books, including Against the Tide, and is a full-time professor at Arizona 
State University, where she teaches healthcare ethics, community health 
and culture and health. She and her husband live in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
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The Turbulent Times of a Black Entrepreneur

STEAMER OWEN DILLARDMail and passengers to and from
White Stone, Irvington, Weems,
Millenbeck, Merry Point and
Urbanna, daily (Except Sunday).SCHEDULE:

Leave – White Stone, 7 am.
Irvington 7:45; Weems, 8:15;
Millenbeck 9; Merry Point, 9:30;
arrive Urbanna, 11:30 a.m.Leave – Urbanna, 2 p.m.;

Millenbeck, 3; Merry Point, 3:30;
Weems, 4:30; Irvington, 5; arrive
White Stone, 6 p.m.

Published by Steamboat Era Museum, Irvington, Virginia, United States
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sharply curtailed through the enactment of segregation laws and the activities of the Ku Klux Klan. As a 

result, Hansford C. Bayton died poor, but his story is one of dignified courage and determination when 

faced with overwhelming odds. Truly, he was a man who swam against the tide.

What They Are Saying

For me, this is not a story of despair. Instead, it is a triumph of hope and determination, in a time when 
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woman, you had to have courage to go against those odds. Ambassador Andrew J. Young, Jr. 

Congressman, Mayor of Atlanta, Georgia and the first African American U.S. ambassador to the United Nations

Against the Tide by Julie Sullivan is a wonderful read about the will and drive of her family in the 
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Sullivan for her courage to speak truth to power and to tell the story that would shame many American 
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engrossing history about her African American great-grandfather that illuminates a period of history we 

should all strive to know better.
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Just Arrived in the Museum Shop!
Read about the updated second edition on page 4.
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Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look around 
once in a while, you could miss it.

Ferris Bueller, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off

	 Times and conditions change so rapidly that we 
must keep our aim constantly focused on the future.

Walt Disney

Some might say that these two quotes—one from a fictional character and the other from a creator of 
fictional characters (like Steamboat Willie)—are at odds with each other. For those of us committed to 
the success of the Steamboat Era Museum, however, both perspectives can be valuable. 

During the past year, we took the opportunity to assess where we are as an organization…and where 
we are headed. This introspection encompassed a rigorous strategic planning exercise that will guide the 
organization as it moves through this year—our 25th anniversary—and beyond. At the end of 2023, we 
also said farewell and thanks to our Executive Director, Steve Humphrey, and welcomed a new one, Gus 
Kasper. In the course of such change, we continue to be cognizant of where we’ve been and where we 
are going. And so, the Board, staff, and I are excited to share with you the Annual Report for 2023, and 
I’m pleased to report that our mission and focus have never been stronger. 

An important part of that strength is the Steamboat Era Museum team. Our aforementioned new 
Executive Director is Gus Kasper. Gus has a record of interest and activism that fits our needs perfectly, 
and he brings energy to our ongoing efforts to commemorate the Steamboat Era. An integral part of our 
operations is our Museum Manager, Candee Pevahouse. In her role as Museum Manager, she continues 
to help the Steamboat Era Museum pursue its ongoing mission. 

As with any vibrant nonprofit, our Board of Directors plays a critical role in mentoring and steering 
our collective course. With diverse backgrounds, each Board member is an active participant in the 
museum’s activities and each provides important and valuable insights and services to help keep the 
Steamboat Era Museum steaming along. Our current roster includes “old hands” like Director Emeritus 
Dick Wilson and longtime Museum supporter Margery Nea, as well as newcomers such as Sandy 
Porteous and Todd Flowers.  Spearheaded by Board member Roxanne Thurston, we are kicking off an 
ambitious three-year Campaign to provide ongoing financial stability for the organization. Stay tuned for 
“Full Steam Ahead!”

Finally, I’m pleased to report that our various signature programs continue unabated, renewed, and 
refreshed. Our youth education programs, led by Board member Mary Ann McKay, continue to excite 
young people from local schools, and we christened an exciting new exhibit in 2023, “Children’s Lives 
Around the Northern Neck in the 1880s-1930s.” This past year, the Museum published an expanded, 
edited edition of Against the Tide: The Turbulent Times of a Black Entrepreneur. It is the story of 
Hansford Bayton, an African-American steamboat owner, entrepreneur, and civic leader,  as told by his 
great-granddaughter, Julie Sullivan. The Second Saturday Speakers Series continues to delight audiences 
during the “off-season” months. Our unique museum shop is well stocked, and we are looking forward 
to another successful Holiday Marketplace later in the year. Finally, our flagship annual event, the 
Crab Festival, again went off without a hitch this past year, led by indomitable Past President and Crab 
Festival committee chair, Cay Bradley. She’ll once again steer the Crab Fest this September. 

All in all, the Steamboat Era Museum is poised to enter its next quarter century with a full complement 
of dedicated volunteers and supporters like you. Our exhibition season begins on March 29th. Stop by 
and see us this year, and, perhaps most importantly, tell your friends about the Museum. It’s well worth 
a visit…as well as your financial support and membership. 

We welcome your involvement – as a visitor, member, donor, or volunteer. If you wish to become more 
involved, please contact Candee Pevahouse, at shop@SteamboatEraMusuem.org. I hope to see you 
this season!

Keith Kehlbeck, Board President
Steamboat Era Museum
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New Exhibit Spotlights Children in the Steamboat Era 

Children growing up during the height of the Steamboat were not so 
different from today’s kids.

Okay. They didn’t have the Internet.

But the advent of steam power opened up their world in much the 
same way as computers have done today. Steamboats touched every 
aspect of life in the small towns where these kids lived, delivering 
sports equipment and toys, newspapers and comic books—even 
teachers! Once regular steamer service was established, educational 
opportunities grew and educators commuted by boat. 

Children—both Black and White— moved beyond home-schooling 
to the classroom.  Meet Caleb who sits in class for the first time at 
the newly built Carters Creek Public School. Read about Eleanor 
who attends Chesapeake Academy and hopes to go to college and 
become a music teacher. And Henry is flourishing in the Holley 
Graded School which was devoted to educating Black children after 
the Civil War.

Teachers like Miss Rosemary could order books and teaching 
materials from catalogs. She could count on timely delivery by 
steamboat...along with a fashionable new Sunday hat! Pre-schoolers 
like Rebecca became accustomed to gifts from doting grandmothers. 
Like so many items delivered by steamers, Rebecca’s doll came 
from the Sears catalog. On so many levels, 
children’s lives were enriched by the power 
of steam.

Caleb Eleanor Henry Rebecca Miss Rosemary

Caleb learned to read with the McGuffy Reader 
which was used widely in American education 
since the 1830’s. 

Eleanor attended the Chesapeake Academy, a private 
coed school that prepared students for further studies 
at a college or university. Classes were required in 
languages, history and the natural sciences.

Called the Wish Book, Big Book or Dream Book, the 
Sears, Roebuck & Company catalog was the Amazon 
of the early 20th century. It could run a staggering 
1,500 pages and offer more than 100,000 items. 
Rebecca’s new doll was ordered from it. 
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These are just a few of the rules Miss Rosemary had to follow.

The Abolitionist and the Teacher
Henry attended the Holley School in Lottsburg, Virginia. Abolitionist Sallie Holley 
(L) and her friend Caroline Putnam built the school in 1869 to teach reading, 
writing and vocational skills to Black children.

The Philanthropist and the Educator
Julius Rosenwald was the son of German-Jewish immigrants. He never finished 
high school but made a fortune as the president of Sears, Roebuck & Company. 
Booker T. Washington was born a slave. He rose to become a leading intellectual of 
his time and the founder of Tuskegee Institute. The acclaimed author of “Up From 
Slavery,” Washington served as an advisor to US presidents. The philanthropist 
and the educator combined forces to establish an innovative program to fund the 
building of rural Black schools.

 

Grants and Donations

The Nettie Lokey Wiley and Charles L. Wiley Foundation

Virginia Humanities

Grace Church Outreach

Donors to the Museum’s 2022 Annual Campaign

Loaned or Donated Artifacts 

Organizations

The Ciesla Foundation, Aviva Kempner 

Holley Graded School

Northern Neck Historical Society 

Kilmarnock Museum

Lancaster Virginia Historical Society 

The New York Times 

Essex County Museum 

Massachusetts Historical Society 

EHT Traceries 

The Wharton Films Project 

Julius Rosenwald Schools 
	 National Historical Park Campaign 

Individuals

Margery Woodson Nea 

Sandy and Chip Woodson 

Mr. and Mrs. Leland James 

Julie Wilshin Harris

Barbara Brecher & Michael Geissinger 

Exhibit Design Team

Concept, Creation and Design
Brecher Design Group

Narrative 
Shelly Ford

Graphic Output 
Creative DeSigns of Virginia

Interactive Media Production
Riggs Ward Design	

Research 
Mary Ann McKay
Candee Pevahouse
Shelly Ford
Michael Geissinger 
Barbara Brecher

Museum Staff
Steven Humphrey, Executive Director
Candee Pevahouse, Museum Manager

¢ 1915 Rules for Teachers † 

You will not marry during the term of your contract.
You are not to keep company with men.

You must be home between the hours of 8 PM and 6 AM 
unless attending a school function.

You may not loiter downtown in ice cream stores.
You may not dress in bright colors.

You may under no circumstances dye your hair.
You must wear at least two petticoats.

You may not smoke cigarettes.

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
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About The Book

Against the Tide is a true story that captures the fear and hardships faced by African Americans during 
a disturbing time in American history – the post-Reconstruction period that led to the introductions of 
Jim Crow laws.

Through hard work and determination, Hansford C. Bayton would rise from humble beginnings to 
become the captain and owner of two steamboats and two steam launches for excursions and mail 
delivery up and down the Rappahannock River during the late 1800s and early 1900s. Unusual for an 
African American, he would acquire wealth and the respect of both blacks and whites. Nevertheless, 
his boats were burned one by one. But with each malicious burning, and with lynchings on the rise, he 
would build again.

This book illuminates a time in American history when the surge of progress made by freedmen was 
sharply curtailed through the enactment of segregation laws and the activities of the Ku Klux Klan. As a 
result, Hansford C. Bayton died poor, but his story is one of dignified courage and determination when 
faced with overwhelming odds. Truly, he was a man who swam against the tide.

What They Are Saying

For me, this is not a story of despair. Instead, it is a triumph of hope and determination, in a time when 
Reconstruction had failed, segregation was introduced, and lynchings were on the rise. As a black man or 
woman, you had to have courage to go against those odds.

Ambassador Andrew J. Young, Jr. 
Congressman, Mayor of Atlanta, Georgia and the first African American U.S. ambassador to the United Nations

Against the Tide by Julie Sullivan is a wonderful read about the will and drive of her family in the 
1900s at the height of reconstruction and Jim Crow America. It is a book that each of us should take 
the time to read. This book gives us a look into the racist past and what it took for determined families 
to be successful. This was a time when there were few options for black people in America. I salute Miss 
Sullivan for her courage to speak truth to power and to tell the story that would shame many American 
people today. Bravo!

Caliph Shaquel
Director of the Documentary, What Happened to Kendrick Johnson?

Often the story of the South is either misrepresented or misunderstood. JH Sullivan has written an 
engrossing history about her African American great-grandfather that illuminates a period of history we 
should all strive to know better.

Eamon M. Kelly
President Emeritus of Tulane University

About The Author

Julie Helen Sullivan, PhD, is the former president of a Phoenix, Arizona based not-for-profit organization that, 
over 30 years, impacted hundreds of thousands of African teachers, school learners, and school administrators, 
through the organization’s unique community-based, train the trainer philosophy. She is the author of papers, two 
books, including Against the Tide, and is a full-time professor at Arizona 
State University, where she teaches healthcare ethics, community health 
and culture and health. She and her husband live in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
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Museum Publishes Expanded Edition of 
Against the Tide: The Turbulent Times of a Black Entrepreneur

The Steamboat Era Museum published a new 
edition of Against the Tide, the Turbulent 
Times of a Black Entrepreneur.  Additional 
illustrations, newspaper articles and more are 
included in this second edition of the book. 

Julie H. Sullivan tells the story of her great-
grandfather, Captain H.C. Bayton (1863-
1927).  Bayton was one of a very few African 
American steamboat captains who plied the 
waterways of the Chesapeake Bay during the 
Steamboat Era. 

Bayton rose from humble beginnings to 
become the captain and owner of two 
steamboats and two steam launches for 
excursions and mail delivery up and down 
the Rappahannock River during the late 
1800s and early 1900s. He would acquire 
wealth and the respect of both Blacks and 
Whites. Nevertheless, his boats were burned 
one by one. But with each malicious burning, 
he would build again.

This book illuminates a time in American 
history when the surge of progress made 
by freedmen was sharply curtailed through 
the enactment of segregation laws and the 
activities of the Ku Klux Klan. As a result, 
Bayton died poor, but his story is one of 
dignified courage and determination when 
faced with overwhelming odds. Truly, he was 
a man who swam against the tide.

The 140-page illustrated book includes a forward by 
Ambassador Andrew J. Young, Jr. It is available in 
hardcover and softcover versions. The book can be 
ordered online at shop.SteamboatEraMuseum.org or 
in the museum shop. All proceeds support the museum.
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In 2023, The Steamboat Era Museum 
launched a speakers’ series. On the second 
Saturday of the month in February, March, 
April and May, the public was invited to hear 
speakers talk about the Steamboat Era and 
Chesapeake Bay heritage.

The first session on Saturday February 11 
featured tales of Irvington through the 
voices of two prominent residents. Museum 
manager Candee Pevahouse and museum 
historian Fred Pevahouse assumed the 
roles, respectively, of Mrs. Sarah Berkey and 
Captain John Dare Davis. 

The second session was entitled 
“Remembering Robert H. Burgess,” the 
former Chesapeake Bay historian, curator, 
author, photographer, freelance writer, 
woodcarver and lecturer. Burgess’ son, R. 
Bruce Burgess, shared the presentation with 
naval architect and author William A. Fox. 

The third session of the series featured 
William Knight Smiley IV, resident ecologist 
at the Tides Inn. He spoke about the history 
of oysters in the Chesapeake Bay, the 
declining oyster populations and modern 
efforts to repopulate the Bay and secure the 
future of the oyster industry.

The museum series concluded with speaker 
John Page Williams, retired senior naturalist 
from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. He 
talked about the beauty and power of the 
Chesapeake waterways and their history. 

Museum Introduces Second Saturday Speaker Series

Top Row (L) Museum 
manager Candee 
Pevahouse plays Mrs. 
Sarah Berkey and 
while Captain John 
Dare Davis (museum 
historian Fred 
Pevahouse) stands by,
(Center) Robert Burgess’ 
son, R. Bruce Burgess
(R) William A. Fox, 
naval architect and 
author
Bottom Row
(L) William Knight 
Smiley IV, resident 
ecologist at the Tides Inn
(R) John Page Williams, 
retired senior naturalist 
from the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation

Thank you to our Second Saturday Speaker Series sponsors 
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IRVINGTON
CRAB FESTIVAL

Museum’s 12th Annual Irvington Crab Festival

The Irvington Crab Festival is the Museum’s largest fundraiser of the 
year and the 2023 event was a huge success. On a perfect September 
evening under the Carousel Physical Therapy tent, the sold-out 
festival raised more than $23,000. 
 
Crabs were served by Crab Express while the Tides Inn supplied hot 
dogs and BBQ. Music was provided by a Crab Festival favorite: Time 
Passages Mobile DJ Services from Williamsburg, 

For the second year, our raffle was a hit and provided attendees 
another way to support the Museum. Prizes included location-
themed baskets, gift certificates and other items donated by board 
members, local businesses and friends of the Museum.

THANK YOU

TENT SPONSOR
Carousel Physical 
	 Therapy, Inc

SOUVENIR CUP SPONSOR
Chesapeake Bank

Crab Mallet Sponsor
Blue Ridge Bank

Media Sponsor
Greenswell Growers

BBQ Sponsor
The Tides Inn

Newspaper Ads Sponsor
Town of Irvington

Hot Dog Sponsor
Irvington VIA

Radio Sponsor
Two Rivers News

Jimmie Sponsor
Northern Neck Insurance 

Soft Shell Sponsors
Creative DeSIGNS 
	 of Virginia 
Peninsula Heating & Air
Shaheen, Ruth, Martin 
 	 & Fonville Real Estate
Tri-Star Supermarket

Old Bay Sponsors
Anonymous 
Bartlett Tree Experts
Bay Auto Service, Inc
Bragg and Company
Currie Funeral Home
Custom Yachts
Homeland Title 
   Settlement Agency, LLC
IsaBell Horsley Real Estate
Kelly Antonio and 
	 Alice Riviere/		
   	Bragg & Co
Pearl Boutique
Pillar and Peacock
Rappahannock Westminster-	
	 Canterbury
River Glass & Tint
Sewlovelee
Streamline Roofing 
	 Northern Neck
The Audiology Offices
The Dandelion
The Local
Webb’s Lawn Service
Wells Fargo & Company
W.F. Booth & Son

Individual Old Bay 
Sponsors 
Vickie and Don Kierson

Friends
Cathi’s Gardens 
Dehnert,Clarke & Co., P.C. 
Papeterie 
Rappahannock Yachts

Antique Outfitters 
Blue Honey 
Burkes Fine Jewelry
Camp
Compass 
	 Entertainment Complex
Dredge
Dug In Farms
Gayle's Place

Golden Eagle Golf Course
I Felt Fine Design
Livi’s  Market
Northern Neck Popcorn
Old Farm Truck Market
Pearl Boutique
River Market
Rose Retreat
Ross’s Fine Jewelers

Volunteers set up the raffle prizes before the crab 
festival. Photo by Margery Nea

Enjoying crabs under the Carousel Physical Therapy 
tent.  Photo by Margery Nea

RAFFLE DONORS 

CRAB FESTIVAL SPONSORS

...and to Our Amazing Volunteers
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TEN ANNUAL

HOLIDAY 
MARKETPLACE

STEAMBOAT ERA
MUSEUM

Our Holiday Marketplace has become a family tradition. Now in its 
tenth year, attendees know they can always discover unique gifts for 
family and friends while supporting the museum.

The Marketplace opened the Friday after Thanksgiving and 
welcomed attendees from 10am to 4pm. Those hours were repeated 
on Saturday November 25 while on Sunday November 26 we were 
open from 1-4pm. The following three weekends in December, 
the Marketplace was open on Saturdays and Sundays. More than 
20 artisans presented finely-crafted work. Jewelry, books, cards, 
ceramics, baskets and more were on display. Many favorite former 
vendors were back in 2023. 

 
 

MARKETPLACE VENDORS

Blue Nose Creative | Susie Cambria

Celebrate the Chesapeake NNK Style! | Marilou Bray

Cindy Rayner

Designer Baskets by Derek | Derek Downing

Grounded Southern | Martha Tingle

Historyland Crafters | Mary Ann McKay

John Moore

Lisa B Wiertel Original Art | Lisa Wiertel

Martha Crittenden

Munchy Unique Batiks | Verlane Mack

Original Artwork by Diane Lucas | Diane Lucas

Paper Monkey | Tee Ransom

Plan BE Design | Heather Z. Young

Sewlovelee | Lee Taylor

SS. Magpie | Cheryl Fuhs

Summer Breeze Lane | Barb Archer

The Art of Andre Smith | Andre Smith

The Painted Lady Designs by Cindy | Cindy Plessinger

Wooden Hooke | Victoria Gardiner

Yan’s Art Studio | Yan Dong Wang

Museum’s Tenth Annual Holiday Marketplace

There was something for everyone at the Tenth Annual Holiday Marketplace.

THANK YOU



The days leading up to the Fourth of July holiday weekend was an 
ideal time to offer special Museum activities for children and families. 
 
On Thursday, June 29, the museum offered extended hours for 
a special viewing of the new exhibit Children’s Lives Around the 
Northern Neck: 1880’s to 1930’s. Designed around stories that engage 
kids and adults alike, visitors can find ways relate to childhood 
experiences during the Steamboat Era.
  

Ongoing Friday morning 
children’s activities took 
place from 10:30 am 
to noon. Kids stepped 
aboard the Potomac 
pilothouse. They turned 
the wheel and rung the 
engine order telegraph 
bell. The children played 
kid’s games popular 
during the Steamboat 

Era and they made wooden steamboats which were tested for 
buoyancy in the water. 

On Saturday, July 1, Edie 
Hemingway signed her new 
book, That Smudge of Smoke, 
from 10am to 3pm. Spanning 
1929—2015, this middle grade 
novel tells the story of two 
12-year-old children and how 
they navigate major changes 
in their lives. It is a multi-
generational story of hope, 
friendship, family and of the 
far-reaching influence of history 
and music.

A Family Holiday Weekend at the 
STEAMBOAT ERA MUSEUM

Steamboat Era Museum | 156 King Carter Drive Irvington, VA 22480 
804.438.6888 | For more information visit: SteamboatEraMuseum.org

Family Weekend and Friday Morning Kids Activities at the Museum

Kid’s activities, held every Friday morning from June 
23 through August 18, included making a steamboat 
and racing it in a wading pool!

That Smudge of Smoke is available 
in softbound and hardbound formats. 

New scavenger hunts, 
for older and younger 
children, were  created to 
reflect new exhibits  in 
the museum.

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii 

Jj Kk Ll Mm Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr 

Ss T t Uu Vv Ww Xx Y y Zz

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

One
The dots on the map indicate:

❍  Toy stores   ❍  Steamboat stops   ❍  Farms

Three
This is an artist's illustration of the ______?

❍  Titanic   ❍  Potomac   ❍  Scuffy the Tugboat

Two
What room is this on the steamer Lancaster?

❍  Bedroom   ❍  Kitchen   ❍  Dining room

I'm Eleanor 
and I attend 
Chesapeake 

Academy.

My name is 

Caleb and I go to 

Carters Creek 

Public School

Henry is my name, 
and I'm a student at 
Holley Graded School 

My name is Rebecca. 

I'm too young to 
go to school. 

Four
A binnacle’s traditional purpose is to hold 
the ship’s: 

❍  Wheel   ❍  Map   ❍  Compass

Five
The Chautauqua Industrial Desk was like a 
student's ________ today.

❍  White Board   ❍  Computer   ❍  Cell phone

More Questions

A 
MISS JULIA              

           _____                       
                            

            

B
STAR              

              
       _____    

C
STEAMBOAT PORT             _

____                          
                           

           

D
READER              

              
  _____

E
ENGINE BELL              

       _____ 

Steamboat era muSeum

KID’S SCaVeNGer HuNt

              
       MATCH THESE PICTURES    TO

              T
HESE PICTURES

©2023  Steamboat Era Museum 156 King Carter Drive  Irvington, VA 22480 • 804-438-6888

Shop@SteamboatEraMuseum.org * SteamboatEraMuseum.org
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2023 Museum Highlights

The museum was once again voted “Best  
Museum in Virginia | Eastern Region” by 
Virginia Living Magazine. Thank you to 
everyone who voted for us.

New HVAC System

Our last maintenance check for the Museum’s 10-ton Aaon HVAC unit 
revealed that one of the 5-ton compressors had failed. In addition, it 
had previously been determined that our exterior duct work needed 
to be re-insulated and possibly replaced. The unit is 20 years old. 
After examining alternatives, replacement of the existing unit was 
deemed the wise solution. Our new HVAC setup consists of two 
4-ton heat pumps with electric heat backup, a steam humidifier and a 
dehumidifier.

2023 Grantors

The museum is indebted to the following organizations which 
provided grants during 2023. These grants enabled us to create 
a major new exhibit, re-design the book about Captain Hansford 
Bayton and support the day-to-day operations of the museum.

Community Activities

Last year, our Museum 
supported many community 
events including Museum 
Expo which was held on 
April 15 at Town Center 
Park in Kilmarnock. More 
than 30 museums from 
around the Northern 
Neck showcased their 
organizations.

The Museum once again 
welcomed the Air Force 
Band during the Fourth 
of July weekend. This 
always popular event 
was presented by the 
Irvington Village Improvement 
Association. 

SEM supported 
fellow arts 
organizations in 
the community 
by advertising 
in playbills and 
programs of various 
Northern Neck 
performance groups.

The Turkey Trot, an Irvington Village 
Improvement Association tradition, was a 
success because of the financial support 
the Museum and many other organizations 
provided.

The Carter C. Chinnis 
	 Charitable Trust
The S. Mason and Lula P. Cole 		
Charitable Trust
Grace Episcopal Church

The Town of Irvington
River Counties 
	 Community Foundation
The Tidewater Foundation, Inc.
  sponsor of the annual Holly Ball
Virginia Humanities

nd



President of the Line
Mr. and Mrs. D. Randolph Graham
Mr. and Mrs. H. Hiter Harris, III
Mrs. Jane Chilton Higgins
Mrs. John H. Hunt, II
Mr. Richard Metzer and Vice Adm Patricia Tracey
Mr. and Mrs. G. Andrew Nea, Jr.
Mr. J. Patterson and Ms. T. Wesselman
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Rankin
Mr. and Mrs. Cary Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Gordon Simpson, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Wilson, III

Captain
Mr. Merritt Foster
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory B. Kirkbride
Mr. Ollen R. Richey and Ms. Linda Caron
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus D. Schaschek
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Somers
Mr. and Mrs. R. Taylor Waller, Jr.

Engineer
Mr. and Mrs. H. Walter Anderson
Ms. Virginia Lee Brown
Ms. Sallie E. Dashiell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Goode
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Harris
Mrs. Eleanor Frances Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McKay  *
Mrs. Susan T. McKenna
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pevahouse
Ms. Lori B. Pickett
Peter and Sandy Porteous
Dan and Anne Steen
Mr. and Mrs. James Ward

Purser
Jeff and Ann Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Bombay
Mr. and Mrs. Scott W. Boyers
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Bradley
Nancy Clark and Paige Hausburg
Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Coye
Ralph Crosby
Ms. Sara R. Douglas
Bill and Jean Ehlman
Mr. Jeff Ewing and Mr. Gabe del Rio
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy P. Golden
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Graham
Mr. William B. Graham, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Hemingway
Joseph F. Hotard
Mr. and Mrs. J. Steven Humphrey
Charles and Robin Ingram
Ms. Ann McCloskey
Ms. Kathleen Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Blair Nelsen
Dr. and Mrs. Clifford Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. R. Wayne Nunnally
Mrs. Tove N. Power
Dr. and Mrs. W. Lloyd Redlin
Mr. and Mrs. Robby Robison
Ms. Linda Ross and Mr. James Timm
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. Sanford
Ms. Ellen B. Shuler
Anita and Norman Tadlock
Ms. Nina C. Thompson
Mr. Matthew Tuten
Kay and Dixon Whitworth
Mr. and Mrs. Chip Woodson

Steward
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Assenmacher
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Barany
Ms. Barbara A. Baxter  *
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene H. Beach
Ms. Suzanne M. Bellows
Ms. Mary Cary Bradley
Ms. Barbara Brecher and Mr. Michael Geissinger
Mr. William Budd and Ms. Mary Landgraf
Ms. Mary Burgess
Ms. Melissa Carr
Deidre and Bill Casey
Ms. Katherine H. Chase
Mrs. Robert Christopher
Ms. Nancy Hubbard Clark
Ms. Susanna A. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Cox
Ms. Terri Crowder
Mr. Ian Danic
Ms. Elizabeth D. Dinwiddie
Mr. and Mrs. E. Tazewell Ellett
Mr. and Mrs. John Farmer
Ms. Emily F. Filippi
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fleet, Jr.
Mr. Michael Frizell
Mrs. Elaine Hanbury
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Hanky, Jr.
Mrs. Claudia Holmes
Mr. William R. Hornbeck
David and Darnell Jayne
Ms. Sandra J. Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Kaufman
Ms. Sally Kutz
Sara Amy Leach and Gary Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Cary C. Levering
Ms. Miriam F. MacCarthy
Ms. Jessica MacFarlane
Mr. and Mrs. Winter McCrobie
Mr. Laurence F. Miller
Ms. Virginia Moss
Mr. Joseph P. Oliva
Priscilla A. Ord
Ms. Kathleen M. Petersen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Pole
Mr. and Mrs. Walid Ramadan
Mr. and Mrs. G. Selden Richardson
Mr. Meredith M. Robbins, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Roberts, Jr.
Ms. Elizabeth J. Robins
Mr. and Mrs. John Rose
Ms. Cheryl Ann Sadler
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sennott
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Shaum, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Somers
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Tibbs, Jr.
Beverley and John Upshur
Mr. and Mrs. Fred B. Walker, Jr.
Jerry and Kelly Waterland
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Wesson
Mr. Richard Whittaker
Dr. and Mrs. Edward J. Wiley, Jr.
Phillip Lee Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Worth

Life Members
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Ashburn
Mr. Dan Boley
Mrs. Arthur Bryant, II
Mrs. Ann Burgess
Mr. Jimmie Crockett
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Harris
Mr. Randall Kipp and Ms. Allison Drake
Dr. and Mrs. M. Stephen Kramer
Ms. Audrey Lowery
Mr. G. William McClintock

Mr. and Mrs. Albert C. Pollard, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph D. Ransone
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Reid
Mrs. Molly Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Travis H. Tomlinson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William Westbrook
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Whay
Col. William J. Wright

  
           

Thank You to Our Members and Donors

10

In 2023 the Museum lost very special 
longtime supporters and volunteers

Nancy Travers | Former Board President

Barbara Baxter | Former Board Member 
	 and VERY Active Volunteer

Robert McKay | Amazing Gardener and 
Kid’s Activities Steamboat Builder

Beverly Randolph | Museum Founder and 
Former Board Member

Edwina P. Crockett | Museum Founder

Deceased Supporters
Mr. Mitchell “Jay” Alga, Jr.
Ms. Barbara Baxter 
Mr. Dennis R. Bayne
Ms. Mary Anne Campbell
Mr. Robert G. Christopher, Sr.
Ms. Deborah M. Cook
Ms. Edwina P. Crockett 
Mr. Thomas David Deitz
Mr. Maurice W. Dickerson
Ms. Frances “Fran” Green
Ms. Elizabeth “Whiz” Harris
Mrs. Virginia “Jinks” Rogers Holton

Ms. Barbara Ann Lovell
Mr. Gene Everett Mapes
Mr. Robert “Bob” McKay
Ms. Kay Michlem
Mr. Douglas D. Monroe, Jr.
Ms. Beverly L. Randolph
Ms. Charlotte B. Schmidt
Ms. Jessica P. Servis
Ms. Nancy Travers
Ms. Mary B. Trotter
Ms. Jean L. Wiggs 
Mr. James P. Wightman
Mr. Allen H. Young

Memorials/Honorariums
In Memory of Jay Alga

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fleet, Jr.

In Memory of Barbara Baxter
Ms. Barbara Brecher and Mr. Michael Geissinger

Casey Craig

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Browning  

  
Membership given in Memory 

of Anne McClintock and Jack Long
Mrs. Eleanor Frances Howard

In Memory of Robert “Bob” McKay
Ms. Barbara Baxter

Ms. Barbara Brecher and Mr. Michael Geissinger
Clifton Landing Property Owner’s Association      

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. DeBeradinis
Ms. Carrie Dos Santos      

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fleet, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory B. Kirkbride

 
In Memory of our friend Robert “Bob” McKay

Denbury Boys Royal Signals  

In Honor of my parents, Margery and Andy Nea
 Courtney Jones               

In Memory of Beverly Randolph
Ms. Barbara Brecher and Mr. Michael Geissinger

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Kelly 

In Memory of Virginia Whittaker
Mr. Richard Whittaker



Individual Donors
Mr. and Mrs. John Alachnowicz
Mr. and Mrs. H. Walter Anderson
Anonymous
Jeff and Ann Arnold
Ms. Virginia L. Ashburn
Mr. Kevin A. Barrick
Ms. Barbara A. Baxter  *
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Beutel
Ms. Barbara Brecher and Mr. Michael Geissinger
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Browning
Mr. and Mrs. Miles Cary, Jr.
Ms. Katherine H. Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christopher   (Robert *)
Ms. Nancy Hubbard Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Brian W. Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Clay
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Crockett
Mrs. Patricia S. Curlin
Mrs. J. C. Dameron
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. DeBeradinis
Mr. Steven Decker and Ms. Deborah Davis 
A grant from the Dana Fund through Vanguard 
Charitable
Ms. Valerie Deitz
Carrie Dos Santos
Mr. Ammon G. Dunton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick G. Edwards
Bill and Jean Ehlman
Jacob R. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. John Farmer
Ms. Karin Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fleet, Jr.
Mr. Todd Flowers
Ms. Margaret L. Forrester
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins
Ms. Alexandra Gifford
Mr. Denys Grant
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Harris
Mr. Robert M. Hathaway
Mr. and Mrs. R. Page Henley
Barbara Hensler and Patrick Heffernan
Mrs. Jane Chilton Higgins
Mrs. Claudia Holmes
Mrs. Eleanor Frances Howard
Mr. and Mrs. J. Steven Humphrey
Mrs. John H. Hunt, II
Mr. John Huska
Mr. James H. Jackson
Lowell and Celia Jacoby
Mr. and Mrs. Leland James
Courtney Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Kaufman
Mr. Keith Kehlbeck and Ms. Aileen Webb
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kierson
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory B. Kirkbride
Dr. and Mrs. M. Stephen Kramer
Dr. Richard S. Luck
Mr. and Mrs. James A. McAllister
Mrs. Mary Ann McKay (Robert *)
Mrs. Susan T. McKenna
Mr. Richard Metzer and Vice Adm. Patricia Tracey
Ms. Virginia Moss
Mr. and Mrs. G. Andrew Nea, Jr.
Mr. Graham H. Neal, Jr.
Mr. Joseph P. Oliva
Priscilla A. Ord
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pevahouse
Peter and Sandy Porteous
Ms. Elizabeth K. Radigan
Ms. Linda Ross and Mr. James Timm
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Sale, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Spears, Jr.
Dan and Anne Steen
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Strickland
Mr. Jesse K. Swartz and Ms. Michele L. Coiron
Mr. and Mrs. Travis H. Tomlinson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Triplett, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Vine
Mr. and Mrs. James Ward
Mr. Richard Whittaker
Mr. David Lee Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Wilson, III

Business Donors
The Audiology Offices
Bartlett Tree Experts
Bay Auto Service, Inc.
Bay FM WKWI Radio
Best Place on Earth
Blue Ridge Bank
W. F. Booth and Son, Inc.
Bragg & Company
Burkes Fine Jewelers
Carousel Physical Therapy
Cathi’s Gardens
Chesapeake Bank
Chesapeake Doughnut Company
Clifton Landing Property 
   Owner’s Association
Currie Funeral Home LLC
Custom Yacht Service 
The Dandelion, Inc.
Dehnert, Clarke & Co., P.C.
Denbury Boys Royal Signals
Dredge
Greenswell Growers, Inc.
Homeland Title Settlement Agency, LLC
Isabell K. Horsley Real Estate LTD
The Town of Irvington 
Irvington Village Improvement Association
the Local
Northern Neck Insurance Company
Papeterie
Pearl Boutique
Peninsula Heating and Air
Pillar and Peacock Interior Design
Rappahannock Hang-ups & Gallery
Rappahannock Rentals & River Party Co.
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
River Glass and Tint
Sanders Yacht Yards, Inc.
Sewlovelee
Streamline Roofing Northern Neck
The Tang Fund
The Tides Inn
Tri-Star Supermarket, Inc.
Vine
Webb’s Lawn Service
Wells Fargo Advisors

* Deceased supporters

Memberships and donations are 
for the calendar year 2023. We 
have made every effort to correctly 
list names. Please let us know if we 
have made a mistake. 

Thank you.

Volunteers donated 792 hours 
of their time to keep the 
Steamboat Era Museum running! 

Barany, Mary

Baxter, Barbara

Bradley, Cay

Brown, Virginia Lee

Burgess, Mary (BOD)

Camillo, Robin & Joaquim (Crab Festival)

Caron, Linda

Craig, Virginia

Earle, Coree (Crab Festival)

Egger, Roxy

Espy, Nancy

Fleet, Virginia

Gifford, Zan

Humphrey, Sandy (Crab Festival)

Kehlbeck, Keith (BOD)

Hemingway, Edie

Hinman, Dell

Kancianic, Gene (Crab Festival)

Kancianic, Rachel & Jesse (Crab Festival)

Metzer, Richard (BOD)

Kidd, Della

Kirkbride, Greg & Sue (Greg is BOD)

McKay, Mary Ann (BOD)

Meyer, Kathy

Monroe, Jeannie

Moss, Virginia 

Nea, Margery & Andy (Margery is BOD)

Nelsen, Darcie

Nost, Eric

Perry, Brad & Joannie (Brad is BOD)

Pevahouse, Fred

Phillips, Sharon & Mike (Crab Festival)

Pole, Eppie & Tom

Porteous, Sandy (BOD)

Richey, Ollen

Robertson, Bonnie

Ross, Lin   

Wilson, Dick (BOD Emiratis)

Sadler, Cheryl Ann

Somers, Kay

Sullivan, Nancy

Szwetkowski, Walt (Crab Festival)

Thompson, Nina

Ward, Jim 

Woodson, Sandy

Worth, Larry 

Thank You to Our 
Amazing Volunteers!



Statement of Activity: January-December 2023 Statement of Financial Position
As of December 31, 2023

2023 Financial Reports
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STEAMBOAT ERA
 MUSEUM

156 King Carter Drive Irvington, Virginia 22480 | 804.438.6888
Shop@SteamboatEraMuseum.org | SteamboatEraMuseum.org

New exhibit is OpeNiNg Mid-JuNe

CHILDREN’S LIVES

† ¢

around the northern neck
1880’S-1930’S

Who better to introduce our 
newest exhibit than a 

teacher? Outside their families, 
few people had a greater influence 
on Steamboat Era youngsters 
than educators. 

Meet Miss Julia.
She arrived by steamboat for 
her teaching job and boarded with a 
family in town. Miss Julia became part 
of a tight-knit community that believed 
in the value of education. 

Children’s Friday 
Morning aCtivities 
Begin June 23

Meet Caleb and his friends
and discover what school was like and 

how they spent their free time in the Steamboat Era.
Make a steamboat and test it in the water!

Fridays | June 23 – August 18| 10:30 am – 12:00 noon
Ages 4 to 12 years old | $5.00 per child

One adult (free admission) must accompany children

MUSEUM SPRING HOURS | March 31 – May 29
Friday, Saturday and Monday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Sunday 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
ADMISSION
Adults $6.00 | Youth 12 – 17 $3.00
Active Military & Children under 12 Free 
Group Rate 10+ $5.00

MUSEUM SUMMER HOURS | June 1– Sept 4
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Monday 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm | Sunday 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Museum Summer Hours Begin June 1

156 King Carter Drive Irvington, Virginia 22480 | 804.438.6888
Shop@SteamboatEraMuseum.org | SteamboatEraMuseum.org

ADMISSIONS ARE ON  SALE!

SEPTEMBER 16 | 4-8pm
All you can eat crabs, soft drinks and more. 
Beer and wine will be available for purchase.

Great music and a fun raffle, too!

$60
Children 5-12 $20  | Children under 5 free

Adult admissions will be $75 after August 17
 Crabs will be served at 5pm

All other food and beverages will be available starting at 4pm
 

ADMISSIONS MAY BE PURCHASED 
Online
SteamboatEraMuseum.org/crab-festival
At the museum
Thursday-Monday 10am-4pm | Sunday 1-4pm
Admissions are non-refundable and will not be sold at the door. 
The event will be held rain or shine 

A Big Thank You to Our Crab Festival Sponsors 
(as of July 14)

Don’t Miss Out! Admissions are Limited and Do Sell Out.

 under the Carousel Physical Therapy tent on the 
Irvington Town Commons next to the Steamboat Era Museum

12TH ANNUAL

Tent Sponsor
Carousel Physical Therapy, Inc
Souvenir Cup Sponsor
Chesapeake Bank
Crab Mallet Sponsor
Blue Ridge Bank
Media Sponsor
Greenswell Growers
BBQ Sponsor
The Tides Inn
Newspaper Ads Sponsor
Town of Irvington
Hot Dog Sponsor
Irvington VIA
Radio Sponsor
Two Rivers News
Jimmie Sponsor
Northern Neck Insurance 
Soft Shell Sponsors
Creative DeSIGNS of Virginia 
Peninsula Heating & Air

Shaheen, Ruth, Martin 
 & Fontville Real Estate
Tri-Star Supermarket
Old Bay Sponsors
Bartlett Tree Experts
Bay Auto Services, Inc
Bragg and Company
Homeland Title Settlement 
 Agency, LLC
Kelly Antonio and Alice Riviere/  
 Bragg & Co
Pearl Boutique
Pillar and Peacock
Rappahannock Westminster-
 Canterbury
River Glass & Tint
Streamline Roofing Northern Neck
The Audiology Offices
The Dandelion
Webb’s Lawn Service
Wells Fargo & Company
Individual Old Bay Sponsors 
Vickie and Don Kierson
Friends
Cathi’s Gardens Papeterie 
Rappahannock Yachts

                  
IRVINGTON
CRAB FESTIVAL

All proceeds support the Steamboat Era Museum
For sponsorship information email: shop@SteamboatEraMuseum.org

This ad was made possible by the Town of Irvington

The museum supported local businesses by advertising in various newspapers, which kept residents and visitors up-to-date on museum 
activities. Advertising also highlighted businesses, institutions and volunteers who supported the museum’s various events.

2023 Annual Report Design: Brecher Design Group | Narrative: Shelly Ford			                             ©2024 Steamboat Era Museum
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